DocsTeach – An Online Tool for Teaching with National Archives Documents

http://docsteach.org/activities/518

National Archives at Chicago

AGENDA

Today’s Objectives:
• Understand the holdings of the National Archives through a basic
introduction
• Understand the educational resources of the National Archives in
particular DocsTeach

National Archives at Chicago – http://www.archives.gov/great-lakes/
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What is the National Archives & Records Administration?

• As the nation's record keeper,
NARA collects, protects and makes
available records created by the
Federal government.
• Our records document:
The Rights of American Citizens
The Actions of Federal Officials
The National Experience
and allow us to hold our government
accountable for it’s actions.
• Our 23 billion records are housed
across the nation in over 30 facilities,
including presidential libraries.

What is the National Archives & Records Administration?

So, what can actually be found in these billions of
federal records?

Every one of the 23 billion or so documents in the holdings of the National
Archives can be a teaching tool. . . A Letter about Elvis Being Drafted; The First
Mad Magazine; A Telegram Announcing the Fall of Ft. Sumter; The Canceled
Check for the Purchase of Alaska; The 1964 Civil Rights Act. . .

How does the National Archives at Chicago fit into this?

We have:
Federal agency records, including records of the Federal courts, created in
the six Great Lakes states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio,
and Wisconsin.
• Approximately 102,000 cubic feet
• Dating from 1800 to 1990s
• A variety of formats including paper
records, maps, photos, and 3D artifacts

“federal records created at the local level”

The National Archives at Chicago - in a snapshot

Educational Resources of the National Archives at Chicago

• Educator Professional
Development Workshops and
In-service days (at our facility
and in schools)
• Curriculum materials created
and distributed through
national resources (online and
in print)
• Monthly E-Newsletter

• Research Opportunities and
Assistance for Students,
including Chicago Metro
History Fair participants

The National Archives at Chicago

Where do you start?
Eager to receive information on these resources?
Add your name to our mailing list through the
sign-up sheet!

National Archives - DocsTeach –

http://docsteach.org
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With Docs Teach you can:

BRING HISTORY TO LIFE FOR YOUR STUDENTS
with interactive activities that utilize primary sources & historical thinking tools.
Specifically:
1) Classroom “ready-to-roll” activities
2) Thousands of primary sources selected from the National Archives holdings
3) Opportunity to create new activities and adapt online versions
4) Save activities and documents in your own account

National Archives - DocsTeach – http://docsteach.org
Ready-to-use activities are based on 1 of 7 tools.
**each designed to teach one or more historical thinking skills**

Finding a Sequence
Present primary sources and challenge students to sequence them based on document analysis

Focusing on Details
Showcase an intriguing document or pair of documents to prompt students to think critically about primary source documents

Interpreting Data
Pose questions for students to solve through analyzing historical data

Making Connections
Present primary sources as a string of documents and help students make connections among those documents and the historical
events they illustrate

Mapping History
Link primary sources to locations on a map and practice spatial thinking and understand the impact of geographic factors in history

Seeing the Big Picture
Pair documents concerning a historical event, concept, or figure with descriptions, questions, or other documents to impress upon
students that the whole is derived from smaller parts.

Weighing the Evidence
Turn primary sources into historical evidence that students sort through and evaluate to draw historical conclusions.
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http://docsteach.org/activities/28
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DocsTeach Tutorials on the National Archives’ YouTube Channel

http://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives#grid/user/96883AFF763C6D40

National Archives at Chicago

After Today
Questions, concerns, eager to brainstorm ideas for your
classroom . . .
Kris Maldre, Education Specialist
telephone: 773-948-9010
e-mail: kristina.maldre@nara.gov

